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“Journeying Together”  is our monthly newsletter.  It includes the 
rosters and the calendar for the month as well as articles eg stories, 
poems, book reports, reflections that will encourage and challenge.  As 
well as “Journeying Together” there is also a weekly prayer bulletin.   
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Please stay for A CUPPA & CHAT  following the service. 
Please complete a WELCOME CARD and place it in the offering bag or 

give it to Neil. 
There is a HEARING LOOP  installed. Please turn your hearing aids to “T” 
PLEASE TURN YOUR MOBILE PHONES OFF DURING OUR 

TIME OF WORSHIP 
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Pastor:  Rev Neil Checkley – 0408 841 693 

Administrator:  Trevor Green 
Office: Ph: 47212446    Fax: 47218663 

Email: church@penrithbaptist.org 
Web: www.penrithbaptist.org�

KIDZONE & 
KIDZONE 
CRECHE 

During the morning 
service.  See Robyn 
Eliudi, Kate Checkley 
or Shelley Checkley  

Sunday 

GIRLS BRIGADE 

 

6.30-8 pm for girls 
from 5-18 years.  See 
Katrina Green 

Wednesday 

LADIES 
NEEDLEWORK 
GROUP 

7-9 pm.  See Shirley 
Jenkins 

Friday 

MEN’S GROUP See Stephen Rout, Michael Mullen or 
Peter Greenhalgh 

PRAYER 
GROUPS 

At various times – see Pastor Neil 

FRIENDSHIP 
GROUP 

For seniors and others - meets the third 
Tuesday of the month. 

DAZL A group for women of all ages. See Pam 
Greenhalgh or Sheree Rout 
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Over the last 55 years 127 weddings have been 
celebrated at our church.  These occurred either 
in the church buildings or by those who were 
pastoring here at the time. It is likely that we all 
know at least one couple - perhaps it was you!  
By the time we move from this site I think we 
will celebrate at least 3 more. Many of those 
marriages have been a great blessing not only to 
the couple themselves but also to their families 
and to our church community. Others, sadly, 
have not lasted because of marriage breakdown.  
While we understand and recognise that some 
marriages do not work, for a whole range of reasons, as a church we 
applaud and give thanks for the beauty of marriage. It is said that when 
we share a joy it is doubled and when we share a sorrow it is halved.  
One of the descriptions of the church is that it is the bride of Christ and 
that we are presented pure and holy before him because of the sacrifice 
that was made for us.  It seems to me when we grab hold of that reality 
then we not only celebrate but we live our lives in ways that are pleasing 
to God. When we see ourselves as Christ’s bride then our focus and our 
attitudes change. In what ways do you think this might be true? 
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A baptism service is being 
planned.  If you are interested 
please have a chat with Neil. 
 
Every Sunday prior to the 
services ie 9am and 5pm we will be spending time in prayer seeking 
God’s leading for us as a church.   
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FEBRUARY   
Tuesday 21 Friendship Group See Peter Greenhalgh 
Saturday 25 Prayer Breakfast 7am  
Sunday 26 Church Annual and 

Quarterly meetings 
2-4pm 

MARCH   
Friday 2 World Day of Prayer 10am St Stephens 

Anglican Church High St 
Penrith 

Tuesday 6 Pastoral Care team 7.30pm in the Office 
Tuesday 13 DAZL  

 
7-9pm at the church. 
There is no cost. It will be 
a show and tell night, just 
bring along something 
you would like to show or 
talk about and the night 
will flow from there. If 
you don’t want to bring 
something and just want 
to come along and have a 
chat and a cuppa that’s 
fine too. Supper will be 
provided. Hope to see you 
there; bring a friend. See 
Sheree Rout, Pam 
Greenhalgh  

Wednesday 14 Deacons meeting 7.30pm in the Office 
Tuesday 20 Friendship Group See Peter Greenhalgh 
Sunday 25 55th Church 

Anniversary 
Details to come 

Saturday 31 Baptist Churches of 
NSW & ACT Annual 
General Meeting 

See Pastor Neil 
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·  Continue to pray for God’s leading for us as a church and also in 

your own lives. 
·  Pray for those who will be appointed to positions of leadership at 

the AGM.  Give thanks for those who served in that capacity  in 
2011 

·  Pray for the elderly folk of our church.  Thank God for their input 
and wisdom. 

·  Give thanks for the children 
·  Pray for Robyn Hughes recovering from surgery, Peter & Susan 

Giles with WEC Australia, Michael & Julia Smith and the 
children in Thailand, Jason & Jenny Minnis and family as they 
have returned to Papua. Pray for others serving in cross cultural 
situations. 

·  Pray for Ellen & Dan as they have announced their engagement.  
Pray for their relationship together. Pray for their relationship 
with God through Jesus and empowered by the Spirit 

·  Pray for your family friends who haven’t responded positively to 
Jesus yet.  Pray for opportunities to proclaim the good news to 
them and to your neighbours, work  colleagues etc 

·  Ask God for strength, wisdom and compassion to keep on going 
in your walk with him. 

·  Pray for those affected by the rain. 
·  In Thailand, Dema and Carolyn have struck up a friendship with 

Paul, whose children attend Dema’s school. Paul often calls by 
their house for a chat and he is quite open and friendly. Paul and 
his wife have been having some marriage problems and Paul may 
have to move to Bangkok. These life issues have made him think 
about God, his future and his children. Dema and Carolyn were 
able to share a meal with him where they could talk freely about 
his problems and pray with him. Pray for Dema and Carolyn’s 
friendship with Paul and that through them, he may come to 
know Jesus. 

 

A COUPLE OF BOOK REVIEWS - Neil Checkley 
Recently I was given a book by a man I respect.  He said he found it 
both inspirational and challenging as he sought to live a life that 
honoured God.  The book is titled “50 People Every Christian Should 
Know – Learning from Spiritual Giants of the Faith” by Warren 
Wiersbe.  Each chapter is a short biography of a Christian of influence.  
Some of the names you will know – Fanny Crosby, J Hudson Taylor, 
CH Spurgeon, George Whitefield, JC Ryle, WE Sangster but there are 
others whose names are not familiar and yet they have had a great 
impact on the church.  Each chapter takes about 15 minutes to read but 
it is possible to sit with it for longer and to let God through that 
particular person encourage and challenge you in the adventure God 
has called you to. I have struck by the men and women, who although 
had faults, were determined to be faithful to their calling and to the one 
who called them.  Some of these people experienced great hardship and 
had many setbacks, some were at the end of opposition from the 
churches they belonged to and even their families, some were not seen 
as successful but they were not “ashamed, because they knew whom 
they have believed and were convinced that he is able to guard what 
they entrusted to him for that day.” (2 Timothy 1:12)  I recommend this 
book to you.  More than that I recommend the God who these people 
served. 
 
I have also read “The Irresistible Church – 12 Traits of a Church that 
Heaven Applauds” by Wayne Cordeiro – Pastor of New Hope Church 
in Hawaii. While there are cultural differences between the USA and 
Australia these 12 traits do challenge us to be the church God calls us 
to be. Cordeiro says the focus is not on programs – it’s on being a 
church that God can’t help but bless.  The 12 traits of an irresistible 
church are: 1) She hungers for the presence of God, 2) She remembers 
who she is, 3) She lives heart first, 4) She practices gratefulness, 5) She 
promotes healthy relationships, 6) She is always learning, 7) She 
promotes spiritual self feeding, 8) She connects everything to a soul, 9) 
She chooses to love, 10) She takes risks, 11) She humbles herself, 12) 
She has a plan 
 



The Return - Grace and the Prodigal by J. John with Chris Waley 
Reviewed by Julie Gibbins 

 
A modern angle on a well-known story, “The Return” is a 3 part 
exploration of the parable of the Prodigal son. Part One retells the story 
in a contemporary setting. It’s narrated by Francis the steward to the 
Salvadori family and features: Theodore Salvadori - Master of the estate; 
Katerina – Theodore’s wife; Andreas - Their eldest son; Yiannis - Their 
youngest son; and Despina - a lady-in-waiting. In Part Two J. John 
explores the themes of the parable; referring to both the original and his 
reconstruction of the story he explains details like cultural background 
and the social situation in which the story was told. Finally Part Three of 
"The Return" strives to provide thoughtful answers to poignant questions 
like "Are you tempted to become a prodigal?" and “What do we do when 
the lost return?” 
I found the book riveting. J. John's to-the-point style makes it an easy 
read; however, he does often challenge the reader with the question 
"What would you do in this situation?" 
 
 
Two events you may be interested in which will also help your walk 
with God. 
Sunday 11 March 2-4.30pm at Narwee Baptist.  The launch of the 
Catalyst programme for 2012. Catalyst aims to help us see justice 
through God’s eyes. Catalyst is coordinated by Baptist World Aid. 
25-27 June Inspire Church Planting Summit (coordinated by the 
Baptist Churches of NSW) at Kiah Ridge. This would be an excellent 
opportunity as we replant our church in a new location. 
 
For both these events see Pastor Neil 
 

 
 

Senior version of Jesus Loves Me 
Contributed by Pam Smith 

While watching a little TV on Sunday instead of going to church, I 
watched a church in Atlanta honouring one of its senior pastors who 
had been retired many years. He was 92 at the time and I wondered 
why the church even bothered to ask the old gentleman to preach at that 
age. After a warm welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as the 
applause quieted, he rose from his high back chair and walked slowly, 
with great effort and a sliding gait to the podium. Without a note or 
written paper of any kind he placed both hands on the pulpit to steady 
himself and then quietly and slowly he began to speak… “When I  was 
asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell 
you what was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50-odd years of 
preaching. I thought about it for a few days and boiled it down to just 
one thing that made the most difference in my life and sustained me 
through all my trials. The one thing that I could always rely on when 
tears and heartbreak and pain and fear and sorrow paralysed me, the 
only thing that would comfort me was this verse…… …… 

“Jesus loves me this I know. 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 

we are weak but He is strong….. 
Yes, Jesus loves me…. 
The Bible tells me so.” 

 
The old pastor stated, “I always noticed that it was the adults who 
chose the children’s hymn ‘Jesus Loves Me’ (for the children of 
course) during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who sang the loudest 
because I could see they knew it the best.” Following is the Seniors 
version of this much loved song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus loves me, this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow 
Though my sight is growing dim, 

Still He bids me trust in Him. 
YES, LOVES ME … YES, JESUS LOVES ME.. 

YES, JESUS LOVES, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO 
 

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in His I’ll go 

On through life, let come what may, 
He’ll be there to lead the way. 

(CHORUS) 
 

When the nights are dark and long,  
In my heart He puts a song.. 
Telling me in words so clear, 
“Have no fear, for I am near.” 

(CHORUS) 
 

When my work on earth is done,  
And life’s victories have been won.  

He will take me home above, 
Then I’ll understand His love. 

(CHORUS) 
 

I love Jesus, does He know? 
Have I ever told Him so? 

Jesus loves to hear me say, 
That I love him every day. 

(CHORUS) 
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1878 - Thomas Alva Edison patented a music player (the phonograph). 
We’ve come a long way since then haven’t we? 
1942 - Approximately 150 Japanese warplanes attacked the Australian 
city of Darwin.  Did you know that there was greater destruction here 
than in Pearl Harbor? 
1964 - Simon & Garfunkel completed the original acoustic version of 
"Sounds of Silence." 
 
 
This Easter do you want to give ethical chocolate to those you love? 
“Tribes and Nations” – A fair trade store can bring you great tasting 
Ghanaian chocolate that is free from child labour and slavery. 10% of 
all profits will be directed to Tear Australia. An order form is on the 
table.  Please place your order and give your money to Neil by next 
Sunday ie 26 February 
 
 

 


